FOURTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER
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Sunday 9:00 AM
Celebration of the Eucharist
Pastor Father Albanus Ogowuihe
Rectory 490 Charles Street, Gatineau, Québec, J8L 2K5
Secretary Monique Simpson
Email olv@videotron.ca
Office Hours Monday
- 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Wednesday - 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Thursday
- 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Telephone (819) 986-3763
Website www.stmalachyolv.com

Saturday 7:00 PM

180, boul. Mont-Bleu
Gatineau (QC) J8Z 3J5
www.diocesegatineau.org

MASSES
Thursday

Apr. 26th

OLV @ 10:00 am

Saturday

Apr. 28th

St. Malachy @ 7:00 pm

Sunday

Apr. 29th

OLV @ 9:00 am

WEEKLY RECEIPTS
April 14 - April 15 - Sunday Collection

Evelyn Robitaille by Family & Friends
James, Margaret & Tom Dorion by The Estate
Dianna & Friend by Ginny Roos
Norah Renwick by Monique & Ken Simpson
Doris & Edward Lemieux by Regis Lemieux
Norma Cullen by Family & Friends
Special Intentions by a Parishioner

OLV
$474.00

ST. MALACHY
$262.00

Monthly Prayer Intentions of Our Bishop
April 2018
‘For all volunteers who devote themselves to our society and our Church, in the manner of Jesus that they
flourish in their invaluable service to mankind and in solidarity with community organizations. We praise you
Lord!’
Thank you: On behalf of Mgr. Durocher and everyone at the Archdiocese of Gatineau, we would like to extend our
sincere gratitude and appreciation for your generous contribution In time and energy.
Your commitment is essential to ensure the continuation of our pastoral and parish activities as well as the church’s
mission. Thank you to all of the volunteers and administrative employees. (Chantal Belleau).
Questions I ask: On this Earth Day, if I haven’t done so already, I read a section of Pope Francis encyclical letter
“Laudato Si”. Earth Day falls on Sunday, April 22. This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the integral role creation
plays in our faith tradition and recommit to our vocation to protect our common home.

Fr. Albanus’ Reflections on the Sunday Liturgy

Risen Lord, the Good Shepherd
On this fourth Sunday of Easter we continue our reflections on the meaning of the Resurrection. Today, there is a
special emphasis on the Good Shepherd. The Gospels of the fourth Sunday of all three cycles come from the tenth
chapter of John’s Gospel. Hence, it is called the Good Shepherd Sunday. The risen Lord is celebrated as the Good
Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep. The earliest Christians saw Jesus as the fulfillment of the ancient
Jewish dream (prophecies) of a Good Shepherd. Today is also World Day of Prayer for Vocations. In the first reading
from the Acts of the Apostles, St. Peter continues his speech in answer to the authorities questioning the healing of the
cripple. He asserts that there is no salvation except through Christ, the Good Shepherd. Jesus is the one rejected and
crucified by the leaders. He faced this in order to fulfill the mission entrusted to Him by the Father. It is in His name the
apostles preached and healed. Faithfulness to Christ may land the apostles in similar situations. We should however
remind ourselves that unswerving loyalty to the Gospel is more important than human friendship. What moved Peter to
action on behalf of the cripple was his faith in the Lord Jesus who, as a Good Shepherd, cares for such people. The Lord
Jesus, according to St. Peter, is not offering just physical healing (salvation). The healing of the cripple is only a sign of
the total salvation that Jesus has in store for people.
In the second reading, St. John tells us how God, the Good Shepherd expressed His love for us through His Son
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, by making us His children. This letter is said to have been addressed to the Judeo-Christian
community at the time some members were advocating false doctrines, denying the full divinity and full humanity of
Jesus, disregarding the commandment of love of neighbor refusing to accept the faith in Christ as the source of
sanctification, and denying the redemptive value of Jesus’ death. John argues that we are privileged to be called children
of God and that is who we are. The life of God that we, as Christians, received in Baptism is a spiritual life. It is a gift
from God; its presence cannot go unnoticed because it produces concrete signs that all can see. This new reality that is in
us will be made manifest only when the veil of this physical life of ours is removed. When we see God as He really is,
when we are like Him, then we shall realize fully what we already were (Armellini, F Vol. B, p.123).
In the Gospel, Jesus introduces Himself as the Good Shepherd. Jesus, the Good Shepherd is a protector, the fighter
who, at the risk of His own life, stands up to anyone who threatens His flock. This is the picture John uses in today’s
Gospel. Jesus is the true Shepherd not because He cuddles and caresses His sheep, but because He loves them so much
that He is ready to lay down His life for them. It is a comforting Good News that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, knows us,
provides for us and loves us. He is in contrast with the hired person, the mercenary whose contract would not demand
that he/she should lay down his/her life for the sheep. A mercenary is concerned with the money, his salary. He/she
sticks to the minimum laid down in the contract. The Good Shepherd does not stop to consider his/her rights, duties,
what the law asks of Him, what agreement binds Him to the master; his/her law is just one: his/her love for the sheep,
and love knows no limits, runs risks, and is ready to suffer for the flock. Jesus claims that as a Good Shepherd, He
knows His sheep and His sheep hears His voice; He knows each of us, our needs, our merits, and our faults. More than
intellectual, the knowledge here is the one that comes from love and leads to care and concern for the other. He loves us
as we are, with all our limitations, and He expects us to receive and return His love by keeping His word. He speaks to
us in the Scripture, through our pastors, parents, families and friends and through our lives. He gives eternal life to us
His sheep by receiving us into His sheepfold, Baptism and strengthens us through the rest of the sacraments. He protects
His sheep by placing them in the loving hands of His Almighty Father. He guides and protects us from the spiritual
wolves of this world. He goes in search of the stray ones and heals the sick ones (sacraments of reconciliation and
anointing of the sick). More than the true shepherds of the ancient days who protected their sheep from wild animals and
thieves by risking their lives, Jesus dies in expiation for the sins of all people. We are all being challenged to become
good shepherds to those entrusted to our care and good sheep to those placed over us in various capacities. The Christian
should not fear to give up his/her life because s/he knows that death cannot destroy the life that God has put in him/her.
Giving up one’s life is necessary so that the fullness of life may be revealed. Happy Sunday!

OUR LADY of VICTORY & ST. MALACHY NEWS
Prayers and Sympathy: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Emmett McNamara, son of the late Dan and Lydia
McNamara. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and friends at this time of great loss.

OLV Spring Supper & Balloon Auction: Mark Friday, May 18th on your calendar for this event. This is our Spaghetti
Supper and Balloon Auction. Cocktails: 4:30 pm with Supper at 6:00 pm. Price: Adults $20.00, Children 6 to 12
years - $5.00 and Children under 6 years of age – Free. Tickets will be going on sale SOON.
OLV Garage Sale: Scheduled for Saturday, June 2 from 9 am to 3 pm. Contact Monique at 819-986-3763 for drop
off. REMEMBER NO FURNITURE, CLOTHES, SHOES or LARGE OBJECTS. All monies raised goes to the
upkeep of our church.
OLV Family Gathering & Musical Afternoon: Please mark Saturday, September 8 on your calendar. More
information will be coming shortly for this event.
Heart and Soul Singers Support OLV: Heart and Soul singers have announced that the proceeds from their annual
spring concert will be donated to OLV.
The concert will be held on Thursday, May 3rd at 7:30 pm. Ticket prices are $10.00 or 2 for $15.00. Children under 13
are free. Given the fund-raising nature of the initiative, parishioners are encouraged to support this concert.
Tickets can be obtained from members of the choir, from the OLV wardens or at 819-986-1185.
Local Food Bank: Appreciates your weekly offerings in aiding our people in the community.
Bread Bags: St. Michel’s school will take your bread bag donations until the end of the month. You have generously
helped them out.
Egg Cartons: Please continue to donate these for St. Michel’s school. The Food Bank will advise us when they need
more as they have a huge amount ahead.
Used Stamps: Can be placed in the plastic bag on the OLV bulletin board or in the 2 boxes on the railing at the top of
the stairs to the church. St. Malachy’s has a basket at the entrance for this purpose.

