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Thank you for your contributions
Fr. Albanus’ Reflections on the Sunday Liturgy
Universality of Salvation
Today’s readings speak of the universal nature of the Kingdom of God. God set the Hebrew people apart as His
chosen race, but He included all nations in His plan for salvation. In Abraham, God has blessed all families of the earth
(Gen. 12:1-3). The Hebrews were aware of their special place. Hence, following the instructions
of Deuteronomy (7:2-5) they excluded foreigners from their communities and from taking part in their prayers and
sacrifice in the temple. They wanted to avoid the danger of being drawn away from Yahweh. With their exile in Babylon,
however, they began to correct their mentality and many of their prejudices. It was during this period that the Prophet
Isaiah lived. The exile opened up his heart to universality and he was now able to detect the positive and good things of
other peoples. There should not be any more barriers between peoples: whatever their tribe, race or nation, they all
share the same right to consider themselves members of God’s people. So in this first reading, the Prophet declares
“my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” By this message, God reveals the truth that in His eyes,
there is no distinction among human beings on the basis of race, caste or color. The long-expected Messianic kingdom
was intended not only for the Jews but for all nations as well. All human beings are God’s beloved people. If some are
not, it is their decision, not God’s. Thus, the Psalm says
“… let all the peoples praise You” (Ps. 67).

Up till the time of Jesus, the Jews were sure of being the only holy and pure human beings uncontaminated by
others. Pagans were looked at as ‘dogs’ because they did not know the law of God. Israel was the delight of God. The
issue of admitting foreigners into the early Church was huge. Moreover, Jesus has earlier told the Apostles “do not
make your way to Gentile territory and do not enter a Samaritan town; go instead to the lost sheep of the House of
Israel” (10:5-6). Had Jesus not come to bring salvation to all mankind? No. The Good News certainly is meant for the
entire world. However, God wished that salvation was first to be announced to the people of Israel, who, for many years
had been prepared to understand and receive it. They would then become the light for all the other peoples on earth.
Jesus even restricted mostly his activity to the people of Israel. But in the Gospel today, he makes clear that His Gospel
is for the entire world. He withdraws from the Jewish territory and crosses into the region of Tyre and Sidon. Only twice
does He leave Jewish territory in the Gospels.
The pagan (Canaanite) woman comes to Him hoping to get mercy for herself and her daughter. She represents all
those who are regarded as unclean by the Hebrews. Jesus treats the woman very harshly. He starts by not paying
attention to her. Even when the apostles call his attention, he rudely answers “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel,” and continues that “it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” However, the rest
of the story shows how it was all a show to lead His apostles to a radical change of mind. At the end Jesus exclaims
“woman great is your faith.” The woman is not diverted by Jesus’ offensive rebuff; rather than getting into a scrap about
Jewish-Pagan relations, she hangs on to the reason why she is there. She says even the dogs can eat the crumbs that
fall from the master’s table. With her response, she has outwitted Jesus in a way that none of Jesus’ learned opponents
ever managed and He has the grace to give in. No Israelite was ever praised by Jesus like this. Jesus cures the
daughter of the woman.
The first Christians were all Jews and many of them still regarded Gentiles as unclean. We learn that even Peter
had to be converted to a new attitude and he admits to his first Gentile converts: “... (That) God has made it clear to me
that I must not call anyone profane or unclean” (Acts 10:28). As expected, and following Jesus’ instruction (Mt.10:5-6),
the Christian community at Jerusalem at first had no mission to the Gentiles. Nobody went to the “dogs”, as they were
called. But as we see in the second reading Paul comes on scene as the apostle who rejoices in the fact that his
vocation is to go to the Gentiles. Like Peter, he (hitherto a strict Jew) has had to be converted from his attitude to nonJews. He leads by example when he leads the Church’s mission to the Gentiles. In so doing, he sets the example for
the whole Church: that if we believe that Christ died for everyone, then no one is a dog. No one should be excluded
from the all-embracing reach of God’s love.
So, with the cure of the daughter of the Canaanite woman, Jesus shows that the time has come to pull down all
barriers dividing peoples. The new People of God is open to all, as promised by the Prophet in the first reading. This
woman is a teacher of us all, the servants of God. Through her demand for attention and dignity, the voice of God
questions us all. Very often we set up walls which separate us from God and from one another. Today's Gospel reminds
us that God's love and mercy are extended to all who call on him in Faith and trust, no matter who they are. In other
words, God’s care extends beyond the boundaries of race and nation to the hearts of all who live, and God’s House
should become a House of prayer for all peoples. It is therefore fitting that we should pray that the walls which our pride,
intolerance and prejudice have raised, may crumble. Asking with fervor and perseverance proves that we have great
faith we need to receive what Christ wants to grant us in response to our request. The woman refuses to take ‘no’ for an
answer. She matches Jesus quip for quip and is not offended at these rather harsh statements made against her. To get
angry or be offended would have defeated her cause. If Jesus treats us like a dog, we can remember, there are still
some crumbles for us on the master’s table. Like the Canaanite woman, when the odds are against us and the situation
seems absolutely hopeless, we must not give up. We must continue to storm heaven with our prayers. We must realize
and remember that we do not always get exactly what we ask for, but rather what God knows we need, what He wants
for us and what is really best for us. Happy Sunday!

Our Lady of Victory & St. Malachy News
Celebration: Father Albanus celebrates his 22nd year of Ordination on August 15th. May he continue to have
good health and enjoyment in all that he does for his parishioners.
Mass Attendance (OLV): As a result of limited seating, Parishioners must telephone the Parish Secretary no later
than 2:30pm on Thursday each week to confirm their attendance at each upcoming Sunday mass.
On-Going Collections: Used postage stamps, egg cartons, pop tabs and donations to Food Bank.

Explosions in Lebanon: Donations to Development and Peace - Caritas Canada to be matched
August 11, 2020
Development and Peace wishes to convey its solidarity with the Lebanese people and with all of our partners in
Lebanon, after the tragic explosions that shook the capital of Beirut on August 4, 2020. Our thoughts and prayers go out
to all the people affected by this disaster and those who have lost loved ones.
Our partners on the ground are already working to help those impacted by this disaster. For this country, already
struggling with the COVID-19 pandemic and economic collapse, each donation makes a difference. Donations made
to Development and Peace – Caritas Canada are eligible to be matched by the Canadian government. As a
member of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, Development and Peace will be participating in the matching fund
launched by the Canadian Government and the Humanitarian Coalition to help the people of Lebanon. See the following
link to donate online:
https://www.devp.org/en/articles/explosions-lebanon-donations-development-and-peace-caritas-canada-be-matched

You can also send donations to the Development and Peace office at:
1425 René-Lévesque Blvd West, 3rd Floor
Montréal, Québec Canada
H3G 1T7

Community News
Father Philippe Gendron: A memorial mass will be said for Father Gendron on Monday, August 24th at 10:30 am.
The service will be held at St. Grégoire church and will be presided by Archbishop Durocher. If you are planning to
attend, arrive early as seating is limited.

