Our Lady of Victory
490 Charles Street
Gatineau, Québec
J8L 2K5

St. Malachy
3889 Route 315
Mayo, Québec
J8L 3Z8

14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JULY 7 - 8, 2018

Sunday 9:00 AM
Celebration of the Eucharist
Pastor Father Albanus Ogowuihe
Rectory 490 Charles Street, Gatineau, Québec, J8L 2K5
Secretary Monique Simpson
Email olv@videotron.ca
Office Hours Monday
- 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Wednesday - 9:00 am – 11:00 am
Thursday
- 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Telephone (819) 986-3763
Website www.stmalachyolv.com

Saturday 7:00 PM

180, boul. Mont-Bleu
Gatineau (QC) J8Z 3J5
www.diocesegatineau.org

MASSES
Saturday

July 14th

th

OLV @ 9:00 am

st

St. Malachy @ 7:00 pm

Sunday

July 15

Saturday

July 21

Sunday

July 22

St. Malachy @ 7:00 pm

nd

OLV @ 9:00 am

WEEKLY RECEIPTS
July 1 - Sunday Collection
July 1 - Support

Rose Maloney & Rose Brown by Laurie Maloney & Ginny Roos
Ted Batty (1st ann) by Ethel & Family
Evelyn Robitaille by Dorothy Ann & Phil Casey
Raymond Benoit by Isabel & Tom Laframboise
Norma Cullen by Family & Friends
James, Margaret & Tom Dorion by The Estate
Rose Brown by Shirley Ellement & Family
Fred McDonnell by Eunice, Bruce & Family
Mary Doherty by Family & Friends
Harvey, Kay & Marlene Brazeau by The Family
James, Margaret & Tom Dorion by The Estate
Evelyn Robitaille by Family & Friends

OLV
$358.00
265.00

ST. MALACHY
$188.00
189.00

Monthly Prayer Intentions of Our Bishop July 2018
Social Reflection: Most of us take time during summer to rest, to travel, to go on a camping trip with our family or
friends; have leisure activities to restore our full energy. Unfortunately, this is not possible for all; for instance,
students must work to pursue their studies, seasonal workers (agricultural or commercial), who must work to meet
their needs and those of consumers. There are also workaholics who focus on the financial aspect and are unable to
take a break, often to the detriment of their family, who is missing their presence to build relationships. And what
could we say about people who feel guilty to take time to rest, because they consider it would be useless and not
profitable. What means, “taking a rest” for each of us?

FATHER ALBANUS REFLECTIONS on the SUNDAY LITURGY

The Life of a Prophet
Today’s readings speak to us about the call to be prophets and the rejection the prophets suffer. They also
challenge us to face rejection and hardship with prophetic courage. In the first reading, the story of the call of the
Prophet Ezekiel tells us what characterizes the life and mission of the prophet. A prophet is a person called by God.
The prophet is a “son of man,” a Jewish expression that simply means “a man,” “a weak person,” “a common mortal.”
The prophet is not an angel; not a person endowed with special and mysterious faculties. The authority of the prophet
to speak in God’s name does not come from his extraordinary ability; it comes from his/her having been chosen and
called by the voice of the Lord. A person called by God has a mission to accomplish. The prophet is not asked to
work miracles, to foretell the future or to do strange things. God expects the prophet to do just one thing: to announce
God’s Word. God has no mouth and so uses the mouths of the prophets to speak to the people. As a condition, the
prophet must first listen with great attention to what God tells him/her in the depth of their heart. The prophet is
required to announce faithfully what she/he has heard, without changing a thing, without adding anything of their own.
Hence, the prophet usually starts the message with: Thus says the Lord. What the prophet says is not his, but God’s.
To listen to the prophet is to listen to God and to mock the prophet is to mock God the sender. The prophet is sent to
the people who might be well disposed or hostile and stubborn. God here warns Ezekiel that he is being sent to
obstinate and rebellious Israelites in exile in Babylon. He will have to face rejection and persecution for announcing
God’s message. The prophet should not worry about the outcome of his mission. His is to carry out his mission with
dedication.
In the second reading, St. Paul warns us from experience, that not only the prophets but also the apostles and
missionaries, will have to encounter hardship and rejection in their preaching mission. Paul as an archetype of the
prophets had to face many persecutions, adversities and troubles in discharging his prophetic role. In the passage of
today, he speaks about a special difficulty that causes him a lot of humiliation and suffering. Paul calls it something
very painful like “a thorn in the flesh.” This could refer to the hostility of a number of his own people, the difficulties
they cause him and their opposition to his preaching. The Gospel describes how Jesus was rejected by His own
people of Nazareth because He did not meet their expectations as the Messiah or a prophet. They “knew” Him and
His family too well. For them God is a strong and powerful king, and so the Messiah, the expected liberator, ought to
resemble the great and powerful God who sends Hm. There was therefore little chance that the people of Nazareth
could accept Jesus, the carpenter, the son of Mary as one who had been sent by God. And yet they were astounded
by His prodigies and wonder which resemble those of the “men of God” of ancient times. There was moreover, a
contradiction between the religious tenets the people thought are indisputable and the teaching of this Jesus whose
behavior apparently contradicted them. The mistake of the people of Nazareth is to think that God fulfils His plans
with instruments humans consider indispensable. We are sure that weak means will bring no or little result and that
great feats can be achieved only by great means. But God springs surprises: He accomplishes extraordinary deeds
by using what people despise and consider valueless. Such a mistake could be repeated also by our communities
today. Sometimes, we have firm religious opinions without worrying whether they are really in line with the Gospel.
How do we react when somebody tries to help us understand better the message of Christ, which may demand a
change in our opinions or our lives? Don’t we all find it hard to accept Jesus as He is, without strength and power?
We must believe that the power of victory of God comes to us through weakness and defect. Otherwise, Jesus will be
unable to work any wonder or prodigy among us; He will not be able to communicate His power of salvation. As
baptized, we have a prophetic vocation. We are called to announce to our brothers and sisters the Word of God. We
must announce it faithfully, by word and example, to our children, our neighbors, our work colleagues, our brothers
and sisters. To be able to do this, we must first listen carefully and devoutly to the word of God, and let it penetrate
the inner recesses of our hearts. We must then proclaim it courageously, without changing it, even if the listeners feel
disturbed or uneasy. We may be subjected to bitter criticism and even persecution. This is painfully a “thorn in the
flesh” as in Paul’s case. God does not usually remove it but He gives the strength to overcome them. God does not
free the prophet from the fragility of his human condition, but wants His power to be manifested through the
weakness of the instrument. If even Paul had to overcome so much opposition, if he had to accept the limits imposed
on him by his physical and spiritual conditions, why should we expect a better or more privileged treatment? Happy
Sunday!

OUR LADY of VICTORY & ST. MALACHY NEWS
Dressers needed: OLV would like to update Father’s room and is looking for dressers. If you have any to give away,
please call Monique at 819-986-3763. Thanks.
Kitchen Hall Door: Just be advised that the lock had to be replaced on this door. If you need entry please call
Monique. Bring in the old and receive the new!
Bulletins: Will be printed for the weekends of July 21-22, August 4-5 & Aug 18-19. Then back to our weekly
bulletins for September 1-2.
Our Lady of Knock Shrine - 64th Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Knock will be on Sunday, August 12, 2018. Father
Daniel Hawkins, Mission of the Holy Family, will be the celebrant. The program is:
11:00 am
12:30 pm
1:30 pm
2:30 pm
2:45 pm

Celebration of Holy Eucharist
Dinner at Food Booths
Rosary Procession to Cemetery
Marian Hymns
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Blessing of Religious Articles
Healing Service

Information is posted on the bulletin board and brochures are available at entrance of Church.

World Refugee Day: No one should be forced to flee their home
June 20, 2018 marked World Refugee Day and the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR)
released the staggering numbers on forced displacement in the world today:
• There are 68.5 million people who have been forcibly displaced
• 44,400 people flee their home every day
• Out of 3 million new refugees in 2017, only 100,000 were resettled
We are in the midst of a global crisis and it is time to act!
This Fall, Development and Peace-Caritas Canada will be joining Caritas Internationalis’ global campaign Share
the Journey on forced displacement. You will be invited to learn about the complex causes that force people from
their homes and what you can do to make a difference.
For more information, go to: https://www.devp.org/en/articles/world-refugee-day-no-one-should-be-forced-fleetheir-home. Listen to Cardinal Tagle, President of Caritas Internationalis, explain the importance of this campaign in
our world today. Also listen to Pope Francis’ message on Share the Journey.

